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20 Years & Counting! 
Established in 1997,  the 
Eastmont Towers 
Foundation sustains the 
promise of lifetime financial 
stability and enrichment as 
well as upholds Eastmont’s  
value of service to others.  

Mission 

The Eastmont Towers 
Foundation seeks, receives 
and administers 
philanthropic support for 
the needs of the Eastmont 
Towers community and the 
benevolent programs 
undertaken by Eastmont's 
residents and staff. 

 

 

 

 

Pillars of Support 

 Eastmont Life Care 
residents who find 
themselves in financial need 
can continue to  live at an 
Eastmont community while 
maintaining their well-
being, dignity and 
independence. 

 The Monarch will provide 
benevolent hospice care to 
community members in need 
as resources allow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Operational grants can 
be leveraged for specific 
improvements that enhance 
the quality of life for 
residents at an Eastmont 
community. 

 Support for our Eastmont 
employees who personify 
the Eastmont Way through 
tuition reimbursement and 
an emergency assistance 
fund. 



Anniversary 
Celebration The aspiration of many nonprofits is to 

establish a foundation to ensure their 
organization and its mission can continue for 
generations to come. 

That was the vision of Reverend Dr. Robert 
Chitwood over 20 years ago when he was 
executive director of Eastmont. He received 
generous support from the Eastmont Towers 
Board and many peers along the way and his 
vision became a reality in 1997 when the 
Eastmont Towers Foundation was established. 
Dr. Chitwood retired as executive director of 
Eastmont in 2002 and later became the first 
development director for the Eastmont Towers 
Foundation.  

On Sunday, July 30, 2017. Dr. Chitwood returned   
to Eastmont and joined 80 residents and 
Eastmont leadership for the Eastmont Towers 
Foundation 20th Anniversary Celebration. Many 
remembered Dr. Chitwood from his tenure at 
Eastmont, and many others were eager to meet 
him and learn more about Eastmont’s history. 
Eastmont will reach another milestone in 2018 
when we celebrate 50 years.  

 

 

 

 

 

“What an honor to hear from Reverend Dr. 
Robert Chitwood,” said Carol Ernst. “His vision 
was the basis for what has become a healthy 
Eastmont Towers Foundation, and we are so 
grateful for Dr. Chitwood’s leadership and for 
the opportunity to celebrate this 20-year 
milestone.”   

 

 

 



Eastmont 
Benevolent Care 

Eastmont residents, Board 
members and employees have a 
strong commitment to those who 
choose to live in our community 
and that generosity and 
compassion is reflected through 
the Benevolent Care Fund. This 
fund exists to provide financial 
assistance to Life Care residents 
who have exhausted their 
financial resources and ensures 
that individuals can live out their 
life at Eastmont receiving the 
personalized care and services 
they need.   

The Benevolent Care Fund was 
established in 1997 with a 
generous lead gift by then 
Eastmont resident and 
Foundation Board member, Abe 
Epp. The fund was endowed 
several years later when proceeds 
from the Golf Tournament and 

other gifts reached $100,000. 
Transfers are made annually to 
offset any operational losses to 
Eastmont as a result of providing 
benevolent care. 

This fund continues to receive 
support from residents, family 
members and the proceeds from 
the annual Golf Classic, allowing 
Eastmont to care for our residents 
for generations to come.  

Friend 

Marilyn Peterson 

 

Associate 

Carolyn Adams 

Patty & Dorrance 
 Atherton 

Shirley Shull Bair 
Merrit Bradford 

William & Edythe    
               Cascini 
Chris Chapman 

Margaret Conckling 
 Eickmeier 

Carol Hodges 

Robert & Tracy Kadavy 

Pat Kamtz 

Gregg & Denice Kresha 

Joyce Kunert 
Alice Lane 

Richard & Joan Longacre 

Ruth Ann Lyness 

Don Manley 

Roy & Margie Martin 

Don & Georgia Miller 

Kathryn & Bob Owen 

Ron & Val Peery 

Douglas D Peterson 

Jo & Bill Reetz 

William Rogge 

Jacki Sanks 

Marian & Larry Schmid 

Marvin Souchek 

Jan Varycka 

Rick & Dawn Vest 
Marilyn Williams 



When planning a golf tournament 
for late September, there is always 
somewhat of a risk in what Mother 
Nature will decide to deliver. It’s 
been a mix over the last 20 years of 
the Eastmont Golf Classic; there 
has been wind and rain and mist 
and chill. But on Friday, September 
29, 2017, Mother Nature provided 
a perfect, calm and sunny fall day 
for 144 golfers to join in support of 
the Eastmont Towers Foundation.  

The Eastmont Golf Classic is an 
annual event which raises funds for 

the Eastmont Benevolent Care 
Fund. The events include a 
Resident and Staff Golf Dinner, 
raffle and then festivities the day of 
the tournament.  

Over the tournament’s 20 years, it 
has raised hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for benevolent care for 
Eastmont residents.  

2016 & 2017  
Golf Committee 

Betsy Sheets, 
Committee Chair 

Sarah Clark 

Dick DeLorm 

Carol Ernst 

Jim Essay 

Karla Frese 

Jeff Heedum 

Teresa Ingram 

Michael Johnson 

Kurt Kechely 

Stan Mills 

Mary Jane Nielsen 

Marilyn Peterson 

Kris Rosenow 

Dean Schneider 

Deb Schrunk 

Jennifer Smith 

Melinda Stone 

Greg Sullivan 

Mark Sunderman 

  



The Monarch Benevolent Care 
Imagine needing end-of-life care for yourself or someone you love and 
not having the resources to be able to pay. That is the situation facing so 
many families who turn to The Monarch for help.  

The Monarch by Eastmont 
offers end-of-life care with 
intimate “home-like” 
comforts in a free standing 
house, situated in a 
residential neighborhood at 
78th and Pioneers Blvd. The 
home has six large, private 
rooms and provides on-site 
24/7 palliative care.  

The Monarch is designed to 
provide the best care  for our 
hospice residents and their 
families. Our  staff are 
experienced professionals in 
their field and provide 
nursing care as well as 
household duties to meet 
patient    and family needs.  
Eastmont believes this 

exceptional care should also 
be extended to those less 
fortunate, which is why the 
Eastmont Towers Foundation 
raises funds each year to 
support charity care at The 
Monarch.  
 

Donors from across the 
community support 
benevolent care at The 
Monarch through grants, 
outright or memorials gifts, 
as well as support to the 
annual fundraiser, the 
Monopoly Tournament.  



How many tables of Monopoly 
players can fit in The Springfield 
Dining Room? The answer in 
2017… a record THIRTY-ONE!  

The 13th Annual Monopoly for 
The Monarch Tournament took 
place on March 20. Over 150 
attendees enjoyed wine, hors 
d'oeuvres, a silent auction with 
nearly 70 silent auction 
packages and a raffle. After an 
hour of serious game play, 
winners at each table received a 

prize while those with the least 
amount  received a bag of 
peanuts.  

The big winner of the 
tournament was Wes Juranek. 
He generously donated the $100 
cash prize back to The Monarch. 

This year’s tournament and 
corresponding Monopoly party 
raised over $31,000 for The 
Monarch Benevolent Care Fund! 

2016-17  
Monopoly 
Committee 

BETH NELSEN,  

COMMITTEE CHAIR 

KRISTIN BAKER 

SARAH CLARK 

BARBARA GARWICK 

CINDY MEFFORD 

MARY JANE NIELSEN 

PAM PIENING 

KAY RIDER 

BETSY SHEETS 

JENNIFER SMITH 

REGEN SMITH 

MELINDA STONE 

TINA TYLER 

JAY VANIS 

SCOTT WEBSTER 
  



Eastmont Cares 
When you think about what 
makes Eastmont a great place to 
live and work it’s for one reason… 
the people.  

The Eastmont Towers 
Foundation is proud to support 
initiatives that support our 
employees.  

Eastmont Cares is an employee 
emergency assistance fund 
created to support employees 
who find themselves in an 
emergency situation.   

 

Employees can apply once per 
year for up to $250 emergency 
financial assistance with basic 
needs such as rent, utilities, food 
or other urgent needs. 
Employees are required to 
submit a confidential application 
for approval.  

Since the program’s creation in 
2015, assistance has been 
provided 14 times and gifted 
nearly $3,500. 

Friend 

Patricia Sinkey Trust 
 

Associate 

Merrit Bradford 

Debra J. Davis 

Kendall & Joyce 
 Dimmitt 

Carol Ernst & Hap 
 Gates 

Milt & Betty Hofstad 

Michele Kelley 

Sharon Klimes 

Valerie Krueger 

Irene LeBaron 

Donna Love 

Maryann Luther 

Cindy Mefford 

Leatha Nelsen 

Margy Parra 

Marilyn Peterson 

Cathy Potosynak 

Residents 
Association 

Marvin Rhodes 

Audrey Ronkar 

Betsy Sheets 

Ruth Stephenson 

Melinda Stone 

Mark Sunderman 

Tina Tyler 

Anonymous  



Friend 

Marilyn Peterson 

 

Companion 

Carol Reed 

 

Associate 

Michael Brown 

Belva J. DeBord 

Geralyn Els 

Audrey Haas 

Sue L Hamilton 

Carol Hodges 

Dorothy Holdren 

Paul Johnson 

Thomas Kaspar 

Maynard Ortegren 

Mary Lou Pritchard 

Marilyn Williams 

Scholarship 
In 2016, the Eastmont Towers 
Foundation Board, with 
recommendation from the 
Eastmont Recruitment and 
Retention Committee, increased 
the amount that an employee 
can receive in reimbursement 
from the Scholarship Fund.  

Previously a full-time employee 
could apply for up to $1,000 a 
year and that was increased to 
$1,500. For part-time employees 
it went from $500 to $750.  

The other major change was to 
allow employees to apply after 
three months of employment. 
Many competing employers offer 
tuition reimbursement as well as 
hiring bonuses. By making our 
scholarships accessible earlier, 
we have a better chance of 
retaining employees.  

Eastmont typically awards $3,500 
a year in scholarships. 

Fund 



The 6th floor of The Springfield 
building was added in 1982. 
Recently this floor, which 
serves residents in health care, 
was renamed The Summit. The 
Summit includes a large activity 
space called The Solarium, 
which is where residents eat, 
enjoy activities, and where 
many gather for visits with 
friends and family.  

Eastmont has made a 
significant investment in 
updating areas of our campus 
in the last couple of years.  
While funds had been 
designated for remodeling 

efforts at The Summit, they 
were not enough to accomplish 
everything on the wish list, 
especially in The Solarium.  

The Foundation’s goal for the 
2015-16 Annual Campaign was 
to make The Summit and The 
Solarium as welcoming to our 
residents and guests as the rest 
of Eastmont. 

The wish list included new 
flooring, paint, furniture, 
lighting, redesign of storage 
and a new kitchenette. 

The campaign, including a 
generous memorial gift,  raised 

nearly $70,000. When 
contributed to funds 
designated by Eastmont, 
everything was able to be 
checked off the wish list.   

Thanks to the generous support 
of Eastmont residents, The 
Summit is now an area of 
campus to be proud of. What a 
great gift to the residents who 
live there, the staff who provide 
quality care there and all of the 
Eastmont Community! 

 

 

The SUMMIT 



Benefactor 

Betty Frederick Trust 

 

Partner 

Maynard Ortegren 

 

Friend 

Shirley Shull Bair 

 

Companion 

Roger & Shirley 
 Schutte 

Helen Weber 

 

Associate 

Roland & Charlene 
 Beach 

Russell Brauer 

Pam Crawford 

Kendall & Joyce 
 Dimmitt 

Loren Graul 
Lauren & Melinda 
 Holcombe 

George & Dorothy 
 Holdren 

Darryl & Kathryn Kile 

Dale & Marilyn Lloyd 

Dorothy Nielsen 

Billy L. Pease 

Marilyn Williams 



Partner 

Richard DeLorm 

Maynard & Barb 
 Ortegren 

 

 

Companion 

Mary Alice Riley 

Roger & Shirley 
 Schutte 

 

 

Associate 

Roland & Charlene 
 Beach 

LeAnna Carr 

Jack & Shirley Cole 

Ronald & BJ DeBord 

Audrey Haas 

Leonard Hamsa 

Mary H. Hild 

Janet Jewett 

Saratoga  Dining Room 
Home to nearly 50 residents, The 
Saratoga features the 
convenience of its own dining 
room where meals are served 
daily.  

As Eastmont upgraded the halls 
and carpets in other  areas of The 
Saratoga, the Foundation focused 
on supporting the upgrades         
to the dining room.  

 

Thanks to the generosity of our 
donors and in partnership with 
Eastmont, The Saratoga dining 
room now boasts new paint, 
carpet, lighting, art work and 
seating. These upgrades make 
the area more appealing to 
residents and prospective 
residents alike.  



 



Fitness Give to Lincoln Day 
Supporters 

 

Friend 

Shirley Shull Bair 

 

 

Associate 

Cady Belli 
Virginia Hand 

Melinda & Lauren 
 Holcombe 

Dorothy Holdren 

Mary K. Rhodes 

Jay Spracklen 

Equipment 
Eastmont’s health and wellness 
activities have grown by leaps 
and bounds! Group exercise class 
regularly reaches 50-60 
participants  and the fitness 
rooms are  used more than ever.  

This commitment to fitness has 
also been reflected in donations 
and initiatives undertaken by the 
Eastmont Towers Foundation.  

 

Donations through Give to 
Lincoln Day, as well as through 
memorials, have allowed 
Eastmont to purchase in 2016-17: 

 Additional weights and bands 
for group exercise 

 NuStep for The Summit 

 Treadmill for The Seasons  

 



Health Care at Eastmont 
One of the benefits of living in a community 
like Eastmont is the access to health care when 
you need it. Many generous donors have 
understood the importance of supporting 
Eastmont’s health care areas so as to enhance 
patient experience.  

One such source of funding comes from the 
Wheeler sisters, who established their trust to 
support health care needs at Eastmont for 
years to come.  

Donations have provided: 

 Neck traction device for Physical Therapy 

 EasyStand to help patients transition to 
standing 

 Modality Tower  

 SafePresence mobility monitors 



Give to Lincoln Day (GTLD) was 
started in 2012 by The Lincoln 
Community Foundation. It is a 24-

hour event that encourages 
everyone to contribute to one of the 
over 350 Lincoln/Lancaster County 
non-profit organizations.  
 

After a successful campaign in 2015, 
Eastmont was able to purchase a 
brand new activities van. The 
following year, residents had 
identified several priorities on 
campus including remodeling The 
Summit bathhouse, Saratoga kitchen 
and dining room, and health and 
fitness equipment.  
 

In 2017, while donations could be 
made to any of the initiatives 
supported by the Foundation, the 
priority project was outdoor 
beautification. Eastmont was 
funding new landscaping and tree 
replacement, and with the support 
of GTLD donors we could also 
update lighting and landscaping 
around campus.  
 

The 2017 GTLD raised $3.69 million 
for area nonprofits. Eastmont 
received $26,831 plus an additional 
$2,968 in matching funds for a total 
of $29,799. Nearly $19,000 of funds 
raised were designated to the 
outdoor beautification project.  

Give to Lincoln Day 



Benefactor 

Betty Frederick 
Trust 

 

Partner 

Maynard Ortegren 

 

Friend 

Shirley Shull Bair 

 

Companion 

Roger & Shirley 
Schutte 

Helen Weber 

 

Associate 

Roland & Charlene 
Beach 

Russell Brauer 

Pam Crawford 

Kendall & Joyce 
Dimmitt 

 Memorials 

Gifts &  Edward Schilf 
Lillian Patzloff 

Bob Helter 

Steve Dolezal 
Brett Cascini 
Orval Robbins 

Ron Lathrop 

Richard Nelson 

Gloria Ebers 

Rita Murphy 

Roger Way 

Ada Clark 

Carroll Sawin 

Elizabeth daSilva 

Helen Holt 
Anne Johnson 

Nola Jean Newsham 

Mary Commers 

Raleigh Peterson 

Rosemary Davis 

Mary Brauer 
Tyler Walton 

Shirley Neely 

George Hansen 

Kay Lutes 

Marion Lehigh 

Mary Preece 

Norma Miller 

Roland Beach 

John Walters 

Jean Owens 

Ronald DeBord 

 

Fund The Gifts & Memorials Fund was 
started 20 years ago when the 
Foundation was founded.  Gifts 
made in memory are placed in a 
fund where they can be used to 
enhance the lives of residents at 
Eastmont.  

Proposals for projects are presented 
by department directors and then 
voted on by  the committee 
members. These funds allow 
directors the  flexibility to take 
advantage of innovative ideas like 
the SafePresence system added in 
2017. This system uses pressure 
sensitive mats under the mattress to 
give alerts when a patient becomes 
restless, not once they leave the bed 
as many systems do. It uses WiFi to 
transmit the data to staff tablets 
with no alarms in the rooms to 
disturb patients.   

 

 

 

In another example, funds were 
added to proceeds from the Tag Sale 
to purchase new furniture in the 
Main Lounge as well as replacing the 
blinds. 

We thank those who made 
memorial gifts in honor of those 
listed on the right from 1/1/2016– 
8/30/2017.  



Community 
Outreach Team 

The Foundation is proud to support 
Eastmont’s value of Commitment to 
Community.  Staff and residents participate in 
park clean up, donate blood, deliver Meals on 
Wheels, and prepare and serve a monthly 
meal at the People’s City Mission. 

The Community Outreach team consists  of 
residents and staff who choose to undertake 
special projects in addition to Eastmont’s 
ongoing activities.  

In 2016, staff and residents collected school 
supplies for Eastridge Elementary.   

 

In both 2016 and 2017, Eastmont was a 
collection site for Cornhusker Bank and 
People’s City Mission’s Day Without Shoes. 
Each year the collection box or barrel was 
filled with both new and used shoes for those 
in need. 

In November 2017, in honor of Veteran’s Day, 
staff and residents collected supplies for 
homeless veterans. The items collected were 
divided and donated to CenterPointe and the 
Veterans Affairs Transitional Housing Program 
for distribution. 



Donor Recognition 
The Eastmont Towers Foundation 
has a 20 year history of some 
amazingly generous gifts.  

These gifts have allowed Eastmont 
to build garages, purchase land for 
The Seasons, remodel entire areas 
of campus and more. 

The Foundation now has the ability 
to recognize those who have made 
leadership gifts for both the 
Eastmont campus and The Monarch. 
Digital donor recognition screens 
were added to the first floor hallway 
of The Springfield building and off 
the kitchen at The Monarch. 

These digital donor displays can be 
updated in real time and are far less 
expensive than other “hardscape” 
donor displays. Also, Eastmont 
purchased the displays, so no donor 
funds were used to purchase the 
system. 

 

 

The most important feature is the 
opportunity to share the stories of 
notable donors. Through the display 
we can remember those who have 
given so generously and helped 
make Eastmont what it is today. 



Eastmont Towers  
Foundation  

Board of Directors 

 

Greg Sullivan, President 

Jeff Ahl, Vice President 

Dick Herr, Secretary 

Jim Essay, Treasurer 

Jill Jensen 

Doug Koenig 

Mary Jane RINGSMUTH 

Kris Rosenow 

Dean Schneider 

 

 

Staff 

Betsy Sheets  
Director of Development & 

Life Enrichment 
402.486.2281 (ext. 281) 

 

Teresa Ingram 

Foundation Assistant 
402.486.7514 (ext. 514) 

 

Andrew Fisher 

Eastmont Towers 

Executive Director 

Heritage  
       

1968 
Society 

Of all the gifts given in your lifetime, 
a bequest could be the most 
meaningful one you might ever 
make. 

Throughout our 50 year history this 
community has been fortunate to 
receive some truly transformative 
gifts through bequests by Eastmont 
residents. Their gifts continue to 
impact our residents.  

We hope that you will consider 
remembering Eastmont in your 
legacy. Through your will or  estate 
plan, you can remember loved ones 
in a very special way and also 
designate gifts to organizations and 
nonprofits whose mission inspires 

you. Even a gift of a small 
percentage of your estate will help 
secure the future of Eastmont for 
generations of residents to come. 

We are pleased to introduce our 
1968 Heritage Society, which allows 
us to honor and recognize future 
donors.  If you are interested in 
joining, we recommend you speak 
with your attorney, accountant or 
financial adviser and then notify the 
Foundation so we can help you 
design a plan to support those 
Eastmont causes that are most 
meaningful to you. 


